
MAURITIUS ISLAND
RESTORATION INTERNSHIP
ONE YEAR PROGRAMME



This  internship is  target ing and enabl ing ear ly career conservat ion
profess ionals  from Durrel l ’s  rewi ld ing s i tes,  pr imari ly  Maurit ius,
the South-Western Indian Ocean and related conservat ion
contexts,  to support  the ongoing is land restorat ion work on the
Maurit ian offshore is lets  and benef it  at  the same t ime from a
range of sustained train ing and learning exper iences,  a l lowing
them to develop the ful l  set  of  competences -  sk i l ls ,  knowledge
and behavioural  qual i t ies – that they need to be effect ive in their
current and future ro les.

F ive interns wi l l  be selected to part ic ipate in th is  unique one year
programme combining both “on-the-job” and more formal
c lassroom-based train ing.

The internship programme is  del ivered by Durrel l  Conservat ion
Train ing Ltd (DCT) a non-prof i t  tra in ing organisat ion based in
Maurit ius in  partnership with the Maurit ian Wi ld l i fe Foundat ion
(MWF).  It  is  an excit ing opportunity to learn direct ly through
exchange of sk i l ls  and understanding with organisat ions that have
a track record of conservat ion success in Maurit ius and the South-
Western Indian Ocean.

OVERVIEW

This internship
offers amazing
support and in-
depth training. I
am now a more

resilient, confident,
and resourceful

biologist
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DCT is  part  of  Durrel l  Wi ld l i fe
Conservat ion Trust,  which was
establ ished by natural ist  Gerald Durrel l
in  1963, and has a proven track record
of saving species from ext inct ion,  and
over 40 years ’  exper ience of del iver ing
conservat ion train ing and has been
working in Maurit ius s ince the mid
1970s.  DCT was registered in Maurit ius
in 2014 and has recent ly refocused i ts
strategy to del iver vocat ional  tra in ing
courses and capacity bui ld ing
exchange programmes in threatened
species recovery for the Maurit ian
Government and local  conservat ion
organisat ions across Maurit ius and the
region.  We del iver much of our
pract ical ,  f ie ld conservat ion train ing
through our partnership with the
Maurit ian Wi ld l i fe Foundat ion (MWF)
the Nat ional  Parks and Conservat ion
Service (NPCS) and the Forestry
Service of the Ministry of Agro
Industry and Food Secur ity of
Maurit ius .

DURRELL CONSERVATION
TRAINING LTD (DCT)

MAURITIAN WILDLIFE
FOUNDATION (MWF)

The Maurit ian Wi ld l i fe Foundat ion
(MWF) is  a non-governmental ,  non-
prof i t  conservat ion organisat ion
working in Maurit ius,  Rodrigues and
their  offshore and outer is lets  to save
threatened endemic f lora and fauna
from ext inct ion.  It  was establ ished in
1984 under the in i t iat ive of Durrel l
Wi ld l i fe Conservat ion Trust  and other
conservat ion organisat ions.  The
conservat ion work in Maurit ius began
as a species or ientated programme
concentrat ing on a few Crit ical ly
Endangered species,  inc luding the
Maurit ius Kestrel  and the Pink Pigeon.
In 1985,  the organisat ion expanded i ts
operat ions to habitat  restorat ion,
including the management of nat ive
forests and smal l  is lands.  The
Foundat ion is  now perfect ing whole
ecosystem management and restorat ion
of offshore is lets  with a focus on
removing invasive species,  replant ing
nat ive vegetat ion,  monitor ing and
reintroducing threatened bird and
rept i le  species.

Durrel l  Conservat ion Train ing Ltd (DCT)
is  a biodivers i ty conservat ion train ing
organisat ion establ ished on Maurit ius
to bui ld capacity for conservat ion
across the South-Western Indian
Ocean.  

MAURITIUS ISLAND RESTORATION INTERNSHIP



REQUIREMENTS

WHO IS IT FOR?
We are looking for h ighly self-
mot ivated and conscient ious
indiv iduals  to ass ist  with the
conservat ion and restorat ion work on
the offshore is lands with in our
programme teams and to act ively
part ic ipate in the internship train ing
component.  This  internship is
specif ical ly designed for ear ly career
conservat ion profess ionals  from
Maurit ius,  the South-Western Indian
Ocean is lands or re lated conservat ion
contexts .  

Appl icants wi l l  need to:

Be at  least  21  years o ld;
Have gained preferably a BSc in
bio logical  sc iences (or  s imi lar) ;
Have a f irst  pract ical  exper ience
of f ie ld conservat ion and
demonstrate a keen interest  in
f ie ld-based is land conservat ion
and restorat ion;
Have a sound knowledge and
understanding of spreadsheet
appl icat ions and data
management;
Be physical ly f i t  and healthy for
working in tough, remote
condit ions for extended per iods of
t ime;
Have good written and spoken
Engl ish (French/Creole would be
an advantage);
Be able to stay focused on
repet i t ive work and ready to
adapt to unforeseen
circumstances with in i t iat ive and
due care;
Have preferably a dr iv ing l icense
for car and/or motorbike;
Be a good swimmer.  

MAURITIUS ISLAND RESTORATION INTERNSHIP

Due to the nature of working on is lands,
the hours worked wi l l  be irregular and at
t imes wi l l  involve working nights,
weekends and publ ic  hol idays.



WHAT IS THE
INTERNSHIP CONTENT?
“On-the-job” train ing wi l l  be provided
notably through the f ie ld work you wi l l
conduct with in our Is land Restorat ion
team on Round Is land, and I le aux
Aigrettes with potent ia l  opportunit ies to
part ic ipate in other is land work:

Implement ing is land biosecur ity
protocols  and invasive al ien species
management;
Surveying and monitor ing rare plant
species,  endemic rept i le  and seabird
populat ions;
Support ing plant nursery work,
habitat  restorat ion;
Assist ing (when required) with rept i le
translocat ions and head-start ing of
young rept i les for re introduct ion and
use of species as ecological
replacements (Aldabra giant
torto ises) ;
Biodivers i ty data entry,  analys is  and
management;
Support ing the maintenance of is let
infrastructure

Around 200 hours,  spread across the
year,  wi l l  be spent in c lassroom train ing
to cover topics such as:

Invasive species management and
control ;
Scient if ic  survey design and methods
for is land biodivers i ty monitor ing
(distance sampl ing,  Capture Mark
Recapture,  Populat ion Viabi l i ty
Analys is  us ing Vortex,  stat ist ical
analyses us ing R, GIS and mapping,
data management us ing Excel ) ;
Preparing animal  t issue samples for
exportat ion and overseas analyses;
IUCN Red l ist ing process;
Technical  and scient if ic
documentat ion and report ing;
First  Aid and responses in case of
remote f ie ld-based accidents and
emergencies;
Communicat ion,  conservat ion
educat ion and community
engagement;
Forest  restorat ion;
Financial  management and budget ing.

MAURITIUS ISLAND RESTORATION INTERNSHIP



Martine is the Head of Durrell Conservation Training, Mauritius.
She leads the internship programme in Mauritius; supports the
Madagascar conservation training team and is setting up the
professional development programmes for conservation
practitioners in the Southwest Indian Ocean region. She holds a
MSc in Conservation Leadership from the University of
Cambridge and prior to joining Durrell in January 2023, worked
for the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation managing both the Flora
Programme and Education Programme. She has 18 years of
experience in conservation, specialising in forest and ecosystem
restoration; recovery and in-situ and exsitu management of
highly threatened endemic reptile and plant species of Mauritius;
invasive alien species management; conservation education and
community engagement programmes.

MARTINE GODER

Nik is the Islands Restoration Manager for Durrell Wildlife
Conservation Trust and Mauritian Wildlife Foundation, working in
collaboration with the Mauritian Government’s National Parks and
Conservation Service. His work focuses upon the restoration of
island ecosystems, through the reintroduction of threatened
fauna and flora to rebuild native communities, the use of
analogue species to restore lost ecological interactions and the
management and removal of invasive species. Nik has been
primarily located in Mauritius for the past 20 years. He has a PhD
from the University of Bristol and is involved with research and
restoration projects within the Indian Ocean and Caribbean.

NIK COLE

Teesha is the Training Coordinator of the DCT Team, Mauritius
and she is responsible of the coordination of the MIRI
programme. She holds a BSC in Agriculture and Specialisation in
aquaculture and has 10 years’ experience working on various
conservation projects on small islands. Previously she worked as
a CEPF project leader and as the assistant conservation officer
on the biodiversity hotspot Silhouette Island in the Seychelles.
She has also been part of the MWF team working on birds
(Shrike, pigeon and Passerine) and Flora project as coordinator

TEESHA BABOORUN

INTERNSHIP LEADERS
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“I thoroughly enjoyed working in a range of
environments, developing my knowledge across
many disciplines”
MIRI Intern, 2022



Selected interns wi l l  be embedded in the
f ie ld s i tes in Maurit ius and c lassroom-
based learning wi l l  take place at  the
Floreal  Durrel l  Conservat ion Train ing
Off ice.

VENUE AND FIELD STATIONS

ROUND ISLAND
(ILE RONDE)
Located 22.5 k i lometres off  the north-east
coast of Maurit ius,  the is let  is  a c losed
Nature Reserve and the second largest
Maurit ian is land at 219ha with an
elevat ion of 280m above sea level .  Round
Is land represents one of the longest-
running is land restorat ion projects in  the
region,  having been designated a nature
reserve in 1957 and support ing the last
remnant of a lowland palm r ich community
that formerly covered the dry lowland
areas of Maurit ius .  It  is  jo int ly
administered by the Nat ional  Parks and
Conservat ion Service and the Maurit ian
Wildl i fe Foundat ion.  The Round Is land
f ie ld stat ion and plant nursery has been
permanent ly staffed by wardens and
conservat ion bio logists  s ince 2002.
Selected as one of Durrel l ’s  worldwide
rewi ld ing s i tes,  the is land has been the
focus of a new longterm planning strategy
aiming to restore the ent ire ecosystem
and funct ional i ty .  

ILE AUX AIGRETTES
I le aux Aigrettes,  Maurit ius,  s i ts  with in a
Key Biodivers i ty Area (KBA) and is  a lso
an establ ished Nature Reserve,  host ing a
unique lowland coastal  forest  assemblage.
A wide range of conservat ion act iv i t ies
are undertaken on I le aux Aigrettes,
including terrestr ia l  b ird and rept i le
reintroduct ions,  f lora restorat ion,
conservat ion educat ion and eco-tour ism.
This  work s i ts  with in an establ ished is land
restorat ion plan.  The Is land is  therefore
an ideal  tra in ing s i te,  providing exposure
to a range of conservat ion work that can
then be appl ied with in and beyond Key
Biodivers i ty Areas (KBAs) e lsewhere.  The
f ie ld stat ion and faci l i t ies are wel l
equipped to comfortably support  14 staff .
The is land also has an endemic plant
nursery,  a Vis i tor  Centre,  b ird
management aviar ies and rept i le  head-
start ing faci l i t ies .
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“An amazing opportunity
which helps in boosting my
self-confidence and to learn
new skills”
Léa Raphaël, Intern 2022



DURRELL

For further information, please refer to our
website www.durrel l .org/training

LOGISTICS AND COSTS HOW TO APPLY

Return internat ional  f l ight,  indiv idual
medical  and repatr iat ion insurance,
in-transit  expenses,  v isa fees ( i f
any),  and work-related local
transportat ion wi l l  a l l  be covered by
Durrel l  for  selected interns.

A monthly st ipend wi l l  a lso be
al located to each selected intern to
support  food and personal  expenses.  

When not working at offshore s i tes,
interns wi l l  be accommodated at
Durrel l  and MWF shared
accommodation in Blue Bay in the
South-East of Maurit ius .

Detai ls  of  how to apply can be found
on our website at:
www.durrel l .org/training

DURRELL WILDLIFE CONSERVATION TRUST
DURRELL CONSERVATION ACADEMY, LES AUGRÈS MANOR, LA
PROFONDE RUE, TRINITY, JERSEY, JE3 5BP

T +44 (0)1534 860037 
E  ACADEMY@DURRELL.ORG 
W  WWW.DURRELL.ORG/TRAINING

SAVING SPECIES FROM EXTINCTION
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